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4t Sunday in Lent March 15, 2026. AD.

r We welcome our members and visitors at St. Matthew Lutheran Church. 1
! We use the Lutheran Service Book for the hymns only in today’s service. The I
3 liturgy is included in the bulletin. 1
H PREPARATION ¥
HYMN 425 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross
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love flow min - gled down! Did e’er such love and
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count but loss And pour con-tempt on all my  pride.
charm me  most, I sac - ri - fice them to His  blood.
sor - row meet Or thorns com - pose  so rich a crown?
50 di - vine, De - mands my soul, my life, my all!
Text and tune: Public domain
INVOCATION
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the ® Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 142:1

Pastor:
People:

With my voice I cry out to the LORD;
with my voice I plead for mercy to the LORD.

Silent reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Pastor:
People:

Pastor:

People:

INTROIT

Pastor:
People:
Pastor:

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we were born in utter sin. To
this day and by nature, we have eyes that do not see and ears
that do not hear. We have trusted in the things we have made
rather than You. Our thoughts, words, and actions have been
unfruitful and dark. We have been blind to our sin, but You
have seen it. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, open our
eyes. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy
name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. Jesus is the light of the world
and your salvation. He has enlightened you with His gifts and given
you ears to hear Jesus’ words. It is He who is speaking to you. As a
called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the & Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

H WORD ¥
Psalm 27:4—6; antiphon: Psalm 25:15
My eyes are ever toward the LORD,

for He will pluck my feet out of the net.
One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after:



People: that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life,
to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to inquire in His

temple.
Pastor: For He will hide me in His shelter in the day of trouble;
People: He will conceal me under the cover of His tent; He will lift me

high upon a rock.

Pastor: And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all around
me, and I will offer in His tent sacrifices with shouts of joy;
People: I will sing and make melody to the LORD.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Pastor: My eyes are ever toward the LORD,

People: for He will pluck my feet out of the net.

KYRIE

Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord.

People: Lord, have mercy.

Pastor: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the
Lord.

People: Lord, have mercy.

Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of
God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

People: Lord, have mercy.

Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and
praise let us pray to the Lord.

People: Lord, have mercy.

Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

People: Amen.



SALUTATION

Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: Let us pray.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every
morning; and though we deserve judgment, You receive us as Your
children and provide for all our needs. Give us new eyes, that we
may see Your merciful goodness and give thanks for all the ways
Your light scatters our darkness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

People: Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 42:14-21
(The Lord will lead His people in a new way, turning darkness into light.)

For a long time I have held my peace; I have kept still and restrained myself;
now I will cry out like a woman in labor; I will gasp and pant. '°I will lay waste
mountains and hills, and dry up all their vegetation; I will turn the rivers into
islands, and dry up the pools. '®And I will lead the blind in a way that they do not
know, in paths that they have not known I will guide them. I will turn the darkness
before them into light, the rough places into level ground.These are the things I do,
and I do not forsake them. !"They are turned back and utterly put to shame, who
trust in carved idols, who say to metal images, “You are our gods.” '®Hear, you
deaf, and look, you blind, that you may see! ?Who is blind but my servant, or deaf
as my messenger whom I send? Who is blind as my dedicated one, or blind as the
servant of the LORD? 2°He sees many things, but does not observe them; his ears
are open, but he does not hear. 2!'The LORD was pleased, for his righteousness’
sake, to magnify his law and make it glorious.



Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.

Pastor: O come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our
faith,

People: who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne
of God.

EPISTLE  Ephesians 5:8—14
(The Lord positions us to walk as children of light.)

8For at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as
children of light °(for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and
true), %and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 'Take no part in the
unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. *For it is shameful even to
speak of the things that they do in secret. *But when anything is exposed by the
light, it becomes visible, '*for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it
says, “Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

VERSE Psalm 36:9
People: With You is the fountain of life; in Your light do we see light.

HOLY GOSPEL John 9:1-41
(Jesus heals a man born blind.)

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the ninth chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.

As [Jesus] passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2And his disciples asked



him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus
answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of
God might be displayed in him. “We must work the works of him who sent me
while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. *As long as I am in the
world, I am the light of the world.” ®Having said these things, he spat on the
ground and made mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the man’s eyes with the
mud ’and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So
he went and washed and came back seeing. 3The neighbors and those who had
seen him before as a beggar were saying, “Is this not the man who used to sit and
beg?” *Some said, “It is he.” Others said, “No, but he is like him.” He kept saying,
“I am the man.” '°So they said to him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 'He
answered, “The man called Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes and said to me,
‘Go to Siloam and wash.” So I went and washed and received my sight.” ?They
said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 3They brought to the
Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. *Now it was a Sabbath day when
Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. '°So the Pharisees again asked him how
he had received his sight. And he said to them, “He put mud on my eyes, and I
washed, and I see.” '®*Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for
he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner
do such signs?” And there was a division among them. '’So they said again to the
blind man, “What do you say about him, since he has opened your eyes?” He said,
“He is a prophet.”'®The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had
received his sight, until they called the parents of the man who had received his
sight "and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then
does he now see?” 2°His parents answered, “We know that this is our son and that
he was born blind. 2'But how he now sees we do not know, nor do we know who
opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” ?2(His parents
said these things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed
that if anyone should confess Jesus to be Christ, he was to be put out of the
synagogue.) *Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”?*So for the
second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him, “Give glory
to God. We know that this man is a sinner.” >’He answered, “Whether he is a
sinner [ do not know. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.”
26They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” *’He



answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you
want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28And they
reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We
know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where
he comes from.” 3°The man answered, “Why, this is an amazing thing! You do not
know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 3'We know that God does
not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does his will, God
listens to him. *’Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened
the eyes of a man born blind. ¥If this man were not from God, he could do
nothing.” **They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach
us?” And they cast him out. **Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having
found him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 3*He answered, “And
who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” ¥'Jesus said to him, “You have seen
him, and it is he who is speaking to you.” *He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he
worshiped him. ¥Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, that those who
do not see may see, and those who see may become blind.” **Some of the
Pharisees near him heard these things, and said to him, “Are we also blind?”
HJesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no guilt; but now that
you say, ‘We see,” your guilt remains.

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.

HYMN OF THE DAY 411 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
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Shine in my  heart, Lord Je sus.

Text and tune: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005956

SERMON

CREED Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,



suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life -I+ everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

As children of light, we cry out to the Lord who sees us and hears
us, and deals bountifully with us in our time of need:

Lord of Light, in Your Son You brought light into this dark world.
Bless all pastors and church workers, especially those who minister
to those who are deaf and blind, that they faithfully point us to all
that is good and right and true, and that we discern what is pleasing
to You. Lord, in Your mercy,

shine on us.

Loving Father, You claimed us as children in Holy Baptism,
bringing us out of darkness and into Your marvelous light. Help us
to walk as children of light, that Your works be displayed in us
while it is still day. Lord, in Your mercy,

shine on us.
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Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Patient Lord, in the face of deep darkness, You remain slow to anger
and abounding in steadfast love. Give us Your patience in our
encounters with the darkness, that we graciously and fearlessly lead
those who are blinded by sin back to You. Lord, in Your mercy,
shine on us.

Sovereign Lord, You are our refuge and portion in the land of the
living. Strengthen our leaders, our government, and all You have put
in place to protect us. Open their eyes to see the needs of Your
people and Your creation. Help them to establish laws that are good
and right and true. Lord, in Your mercy,

shine on us.

Merciful Lord, You deliver those who cry to You from the darkness
of pain, sickness, and grief. Visit all who are in need and struggling
to see beyond what is before them, [especially . . .]. Bring them
Your light and Your peace. Hide them in Your shelter and restore to
them the joy of being Your children. Lord, in Your mercy,

shine on us.

Gracious and holy God, we commend to your care and sustenance,
all who have been harmed or had their lives disrupted by the horrors
of war in the Middle East. Lead the nations of the world from death
to life, from violence to peace. Bless the efforts of those who are
providing care and support to the victims of this conflict and sustain
us all with an abiding vision of your perfect peace which passes all
human understanding. Believing that Jesus truly is the light who
overcomes all darkness, we trust that You hear and answer us
according to Your good and gracious will; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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OFFERING

Pastor: "Receive these gifts which you have moved us to make, as now we
dedicate them all to your service. In Jesus’ holy name, amen".

¥ SACRAMENT ¥

PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
PROPER PREFACE

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the
darkness of sin and Satan and gave His light and life to many that
we might once again celebrate Jesus’ resurrection with joy and truth.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising
You and saying:

SANCTUS (Spoken)

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth;
heav’n and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He

12



who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Text: © 1975 International Consultation on English Texts. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005956

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Pastor: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy
on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son to
bear our sin and be our Savior.

People: Jesus is our light and our salvation, who comes to us in His body
and blood.

Pastor: Gathered in the name and remembrance of Jesus, we cry to You, O
Lord, to forgive us, renew us, and lead us with Your Word and
Spirit.

People: Shine on us, that we may faithfully eat His body and drink His
blood and see Your goodness.

Pastor: Gather us together from the ends of the earth, especially with all the
faithful who will awaken and arise on the Last Day,

People: that we may celebrate the feast of the Lamb that has no end.

Pastor: To You, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all the glory and honor,
now and forever.

People: Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25

Pastor:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *® body, which is given for
you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you;

13



this cup is the new testament in My " blood, which is shed for you
for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST
1 Corinthians 11:26; Revelation 22:20

Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the
Lord’s death until He comes.
People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13
People: Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth

as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those

who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

PAX DOMINI
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.
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O washme in

His pre-cious blood, My Je-sus Christ, the Lamb of God.

Text and tune: © 1985 Straightway Music, admin. EMI. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005956
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

398 Hail to the Lord’s Anointed
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1 Hail to the Lord’s a - noint - ed, Great Da-vid’s great - er  Son!

2 He comes with res-cue speed -y To those who suf - fer wrong,
3 He shall come down like show - ers Up - on the fruit- ful earth;

4 Kings shall fall down be - fore Him And gold and in - cense bring;

5 O’er ev - ry foe wvic - to - rious, He on His throne shall rest,
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Hail, in the time ap - point - ed, His reign on earth be - gun!
To help the poor and need - y And bid the weak be strong;
Love, joy, and hope, like flow - ers, Spring in His path to birth.
All na-tions shall a - dore Him, His praiseall peo-ple sing.
From age to age more glo - rious, All  bless-ing and all - blest.
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He comes to break op - pres-sion, To set the cap-tive free,
To give them songs for sigh - ing, Their dark-ness turn to light,
Be - fore Him on the moun-tains Shall peace, the her-ald, go;
To Him shall prayer un - ceas - ing And dai - ly vows as - cend;
The tide of time shall nev - er His cov - e - nant re - move;
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To take a - way trans-gres-sion And rule in eq - ui -ty
Whose souls, con-demned and dy - ing, Were pre- ciousin His sight.
And righ-teous - ness in foun-tains From hill to val - ley flow.
His king-dom  still in - creas-ing, A  king-dom with - out end.
His  name shall stand for - ev - er— That name to wus is Love.

Text and tune: Public domain
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554 O Jesus, King Most Wonderful
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joys we  know, All that  we can de - sire:
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lives ex - press The im - age of Your own!
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1 God loved the world so that He gave His on - ly
2 Christ Je - sus is the ground of faith, Who was made
3 God would not have the sin - ner die; His Son with
4 Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son For - gives all
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Him ©be - lieve Should ev - er - last - ing life re - ceive.
Him a - lone Are built on this chief cor - ner -stone.

Word de-clares How we in Christ are heav - en’s heirs.
Je - sus’ blood, Your Bap-tism grants the high - est good.

5 Ifyou are sick, if death is near,
This truth your troubled heart can cheer:
Christ Jesus saves your soul from death;
That 1s the firmest ground of faith.

A6 Glory to God the Father, Son,
And Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To You, O blessed Trinity,

Be praise now and eternally!

Text and tune: Public domain

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING

Pastor: Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, for opening our eyes through
this salutary gift. Help us to walk as children of light, with our eyes
ever toward You in faith and toward one another with love; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ¥ give you peace.

People: Amen.
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HYMN 849 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness
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That we may know God by grace. Let us sing for joy and

| ﬂﬁ — | ——— —  ——
\ \du 7] I i z T o o o i i I
Gos - pel, Heal-ing ev - ’ry  dread dis - ease, Calm-ing
wa - ter To the des - ert’s burn-ing sand; From this
glad - ness, See-ing what our God has done; Let us
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storms, and feed-ing thou-sands With the wver - y Bread of peace.
Well comes liv-ing wa - ter, Quench-ing thirst in ev - 'ty land.
praise the true Re-deem-er, Praise the One who makes us one.

Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005956
Tune: Public domain

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 2.
Copyright © 2025 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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REQUESTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPCOMING EVENTS

THANK YOU: to those who helped out in today’s worship service. Your service
to the Lord is appreciated!

COFFEE HOUR: Please join us for coffee and fellowship after the service in the

church basement. All are welcome!

LENT SERVICES: This year’s mid-week Lent services continue on Wednesday
March 18", 2026. Please join us for a soup supper @ 6 pm in the church
basement, followed by our evening service (@ 7 pm. All are welcome!

LENTEN EVENING SERVICES 2026 — Topic: Small Catechism

March 18 The Office of Keys P. Zeuch

March 25 The Confession P. Zeuch

April 2 Maundy Thursday Lord’s Supper P. Zeuch
OUR CONGREGATON

Since 1913 St. Matthew has been sharing God's word throughout the Calgary area.
We are a bi-lingual congregation serving people in the English and German
languages. St. Matthew has been at its present location since 1945.

FAMILY ROOM
This room is located in our parish hall and is available to families with children
who need special attention during the worship service (crying, changing, feeding
etc.). Please feel free to use it.
PARKING
Our parking lot on the east side has handicap access. Please note that the following
stalls are available during the week, Monday-Friday: # 1-2, 10, 12-13.

DAILY READING PLAN FOR THE WEEK MARCH 16™:

Mar. 16. Acts 18 Mar. 20. Acts 22
Mar. 17. Acts 19 Mar. 21. Acts 23
Mar. 18. Acts 20 Mar. 22. Acts 24
Mar. 19. Acts 21
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IF THE BRIDEGROOM TARRIES -THE FOLLOWING WILL TAKE
PLACE THIS WEEK AT ST. MATTHEW

Tuesday: Bible Study via ZOOM 7 PM
Wednesday: Midweek Lenten Service
Soup Supper 6 PM
Evening Service 7 PM
Sunday: 5""Sunday in Lent
German Service 9:30 AM
English Service 11 AM
LUTHERAN HOUR

March 22, 2026: "Meeting You Where You Are"; Guest Speaker: Rev. Gregory
Manning. Jesus meets you where you are, not where you should have been. 1
Corinthians 9:19-23 Hear this inspirational message on CHRB 1140 AM, on
Sunday mornings at 8:00 am. Available in Real Audio at
www.lll.ca/TLHstnlist.html. Streaming audio and podcasts at www.lutheranhour.ca

THE STAFF OF ST. MATTHEW:

Organist/Pianist: Johnson Philip

Cantor: Dana Salter

Secretary: Andrea Sovary (403) 266-1458
Chairperson: Heather Graham-Navis

Head Elder: Peter Graumann

Office hours are
9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M. Monday-Thursday
Office deadline for Bulletin Announcements: Wed. at 12 noon.

The artwork is by Sharon Geiser. Permission to use this copyrighted graphic is limited to congregational use.
This bulletin cover provided by www.scholia.net and is made available without cost.



http://www.lll.ca/TLHstnlist.html

