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ST. MATTHEW LUTHERAN CHURCH
111 years proclaiming Christ in Bridgeland!

Welcome to the May edition of
our Agape - my monthly newsletter

where you can read the diffferent things Ag a pe

oing on at our church.
going St. Matthew (utheran Church Calgary

It is Ascension Day as I write this for By Rev. M. Zeuch

you - the day Christ “ascended into

heaven” as we confess in the Apostles’

Creed. This event is important to us, Christians. Why? Because, after fourty days
since he rose from the dead, walking with his disciples, teaching them the final
lessons and transforming them into “apostles” (meaning “the ones who are sent
out”), he visible went back to his Father and “sits at the right hand of God, the
Father”. The disciples stood there, looking and being amazed as Jesus was taken up
in a cloud. They were told to go back to Jerusalem and wait for the fulfillment of the
promise Jesus made to them - that he will send the comforter, the Holy Spirit. This
would happen ten days later and we call that event the
“Pentecost”. You can read all about the ascension and
Pentecost in details if you open your Bible in Acts
chapter 2. At Pentecost (fifty days after the
resurrection of our Lord), the disciples were equipped
with the power of the Holy Spirit. They went out to
spread the Good News (gospel of Christ) and the first
Christians gathered in Jesus’ name. It is considered the
“birthday of the Christian church”. This year we
celebrate this fact on May 19t when we use the colour
red in all churches representing the fire of the Holy
Spirit.

May is also the time to give thanks to God for the gift of motherhood. We thank
God for our mothers. On May 12 we pray for all mothers and we remember that the
Son of God, our Lord also had an earthly mother. Mary was especially chosen by
God to conceive abd give birth to the Saviour of this universe.

What a beautiful month it is! In Germany, people consider May their favorite
month of all - there are many German folk songs speaking of the beauty of this
special time, when the spring flowers are blooming, when we see nature waking up
to its fresh beginning after a long winter, where birds, butterflies (and bugs) are
celebrating in a multicolor festival.

There’s just so much going on in May: Ascension, Mothers’ Day, Pentecost,
flowers, gardening, Victoria Day and then, the festival of the Holy Trinity (May 26).
That same Spirit that came down on those apostles in Jerusalem on the first
century is still the same Spirit that gives us faith and life since the day of our



baptism in Christ. May you be refreshed by His Spirit this month and find joy in
serving the Lord wherever you are.

Keep growing in this time of renewal and blooming. Keep connected to the
Lord. Keep coming to our worship services on Sundays (even on zoom, if you
cannot make it to church for any reason). Join us at our Bible studies on
Tuesdays...come to our monthly Men’s Breakfast...participate actively and be
nourished in your faith. We have done this for a hundred and eleven years now!
May God bless your May!

In His service, your pastor.
==

SUPPORT FOR THE FLOODS IN SOUTHERN BRAZIL

You must have seen something in the news. The State of Rio Grande do Sul in
Southern Brazil (where I was born and grew up) is currently facing tragic floods,
resulting in significant displacement and loss of life. This catastrophe is
unprecedented and record-breaking. Besides the record-breaking downpour of rains,
there were several landslides and water dams that collapsed and big waves went
into surrounding towns. Around 400 municipalities have been affected by this flood.
The number of people who died or disappeared has not yet been disclosed by the
government. There's need for food, clothes, drinking water, mattresses, basic
needs. The Lutheran churches and the Lutheran University are offering shelter, food
and water to hundreds of people who have no place to go.

Just to give you one example, this photo shows
the house (just the roof) of a friend of my
family in the capital city of Porto Alegre,
completely submerged. She’s a single mother
and lost everything she had.
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Some people have been asking us about ways
in which they could help those affected. Our
£ congregation is willing to send some financial
- donation which will be designated for helping
flooding victims through the Lutheran Church
. of Brazil. We are waiting for other Lutheran
congregations to join us so that there will be only one international transfer. All
contributions will then be transferred to the Lutheran Church of Brazil (IELB), a
sister Church of The Lutheran Church in Canada (LCC). The Church in Brazil has
established a process to ensure that donations reach those most in need, through
our network of local churches in Brazil, and they will send us usage reports offering
transparency to donors. God help the people in Southern Brazil!
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A FEW ANNOUNCEMENTS

BIBLE STUDY: We continue to meet on zoom every
Tuesday @ 7 pm. We continue to study the lectionary of
the upcoming Sundays. If you haven’t joined us yet, you
may ask me (pastor) to send you the invitation to log in.

MEN’S BREAKFAST May 11 @ 9 AM: We are inviting all men of the congregation
(18+) to join us at our men's breakfast! We will spend some good time together
with fellowship, Christian discussion, and excellent food!

BADLANDS PASSION PLAY: Please join us on July 6, 2024, @ 6 pm in
Drumbheller for “The Canadian Badlands Passion Play”. Ticket prices range between
$49 (youth) to $79 (adults). With 15 or more people participating, a 15% discount
is available. You can sign-up by calling the office (403) 266-1458, via e-mail
(smlccsecretary@shaw.ca) or by signing up on the sign-up sheet in the parish hall.
50% of the ticket cost will be covered by the Elders - Thank you, board of elders!
You must sign up by June 2", 2024. If we have enough people going, we may
rent a bus for the event. If you've never been to that event, I totally recommend it!

ALCOHOL-FREE WINE: As per our last elders meeting, the
board of elders has decided to start offering non-alcoholic wine
(not grape juice) for communion. People may have different
reasons for avoiding alcohol. If you have any personal reason to
prefer the alcohol-free wine, please let the ushers know prior to
taking the sacrament. This will be offered in both services every
Sunday.

SPINZ-A-ROUND PROGRAM: Have you ever heard of the Spinz-A-Round project?
Please take your time to read about it. Spinz is a food recovery program that
repurposes food such as fresh produce, bread and dry goods that Community
Kitchens picks up from local merchants, suppliers and other donors. Spinz then
provides this food to their client agencies. In order to receive any of the food
available through the Spinz-A-Round Program, you must be with a not-for-profit
agency or organization that is a part of the program.

The Spinz-A-Round program runs twice a week, Tuesday mornings and Thursday
mornings. Doors open - 9:00 am and doors close - 10:00 am. Agencies and
organizations only are able to sign up for one of the two days. Right now, no more
agencies can be accepted into the program. A maximum of two representatives of
the agencies come to choose the food items, box them, and pack them into their
vehicle. St. Matthew Lutheran church goes on Thursday mornings.

The food obtained from Spinz cannot be sold but must be given away to
marginalized folks in Calgary and the surrounding communities. St. Matthew pays
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$100/month to be part of the program. A family in St. Matthew currently sponsors
the entire program.

St. Matthew has been involved in this program since 2017 providing food to our
needy congregant members, people from the Kirby Centre and the Women's
Centre. The ability for these programs to accept the donations depends on
available freezer space, shelf space and cooler space plus volunteers on their end to
distribute the food back out to their clients. The Women's Centre typically moves
the most amount of food out to women and children in need.

St. Matthew on any given week will deliver between 200 to 500 Ibs of repurposed
food to these organizations. The time commitment to pick and deliver food usually
takes 4 hours/week.

All agencies report their numbers of people they supply food for back to
Spinz. Currently Spinz serves 250,000 people in a year in Calgary and the
surrounding communities. They are the second largest charitable supplier of food
in Calgary behind the food bank.

"T was hunhgry and you gave
me something to eat."”

St. Matthew Lutheran Church
provides food for approximately
30 people per week with the
average person receiving 10 |bs
of food. In a given year, we will
distribute 14,000 Ibs of food to

Matthew 25:35

marginalized people. Those
folks are very grateful to this
program. People have cried

many times when they receive
this food. Many of them have
not had protein or dairy in
months. We thank Heather for
committing to this amazing task
by picking up, packing & driving food to these organisations, bringing food and
hope to so many7 people in need.

CALGARY MARATHON: As every year, this city marathon happens on a Sunday
morning in May. This affects our coming to church, especially for the early (German)
service. This year it takes place on may 26. There will be road closures in
Bridgeland. Access to our church and parking may be restricted.
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WHAT'’S PLANNED FOR THE MONTH?

May 2 (Thurs): Board of elders’ meeting 7 pm

May 4 (Sat): Church yard cleaning

May 5 (Sun): Worship in German @ 9:30 a.m. In English @ 11 a.m.

May 7 (Tues): Pastor holds worship service at Bethany Riverview.

May 7 (Tues): Online Bible Study at 7 p.m.

May 9 (Thurs): The Ascension of our Lord

May 11 (Sat): Men’s breakfast @ 9 am

May 12 (Sun): Worship services: In German @ 9:30 a.m. In English @ 11 a.m.
May 14 (Tues): Online Bible Study at 7 p.m.

May 19 (Sun): Worship services: In German @ 9:30 a.m. In English @ 11 a.m.
May 20 (Mon): Victoria Day (church office is closed)

May 21 (Tues): Online Bible Study at 7 p.m.

May 22 (Wed): Pastor leads study for pastors at the Calgary circuit winkel

May 23 (Thurs): PPC online meeting @ 7 p.m.

May 25 (Sat): Fellowship potluck of the boards of SMLC and Global Faith Church
May 26 (Sun): Worship services: In German @ 9:30 a.m. In English @ 11 a.m.
The Calgary Marathon takes place on this day. Access to church may be challenging.
May 26 (Sun): Bible Study in Portuguese (online)

May 28 (Tues): Online Bible Study at 7 p.m.
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UNSERE DEUTSCHE ECKE

Die Botschaft der Sternbilder (www.bibelstudium.de)
Bibelstellen: Hiob 9,9; Hiob 38,31.32; Amos 5,8

Schon seit Jahrtausenden sind Menschen von den Sternen fasziniert, die nachts am
Himmel zu sehen sind. Einige Sterne sind so angeordnet, dass man darin ein Bild
erkennen kann. Vier Sternbilder werden auch in der Bibel erwdhnt - sie geben uns
Impulse zum Glauben an den groBen Schépfer!

Sternbilder sind dadurch entstanden, dass einzelne Sterne gedanklich mit Linien
verbunden wurden. In der Bibel werden folgende Sternbilder erwahnt:[1]

e Der Orion (Hiob 9,9; 38,31; Amos 5,8).
Dieses Sternbild soll einen Jager darstellen. Dazu gehdren drei auffallige
Sterne, die den Giurtel bilden, sowie zwei Schultersterne und zwei FuBBsterne.
Einige lichtschwachere Himmelskdrper runden das Sternbild ab.


https://www.bibelstudium.de/articles/6586/die-botschaft-der-sternbilder.html

« Das Siebengestirn (Hiob 9,9; 38,31; Amos 5,8).
Das Siebengestirn (Plejaden) ist ein Sternhaufen, der eine riesige Anzahl von
Sternen umfasst. Davon sind meistens sieben Sterne mit bloBem Auge gut zu
erkennen.

Der GroBBe Bar (Hiob 9,9; 38,32). )
Die hellsten Sterne dieses riesigen Sternbilds
machen den bekannten GroBen Wagen aus. Der
GroBe Bar wird von kleineren Sternbildern
umschlossen, die in Hiob 38 als seine

~Kinder" bezeichnet werden.

Die Sternbilder des Tierkreises (Hiob 38,32). .
Darunter versteht man heute folgende Sternbilder:

Steinbock, Wassermann, Fische, Widder, Stier, Zwillinge, Krebs, Léwe, Jungfrau,
Waage, Skorpion, Schutze.

Sehen wir uns die Bibelstellen naher an, in denen Sternbilder genannt werden - wir
werden sicher etwas davon lernen.

Sich nicht gegen Gott auflehnen

»Er ist weisen Herzens und stark an Kraft: Wer hat sich gegen ihn verhartet und ist
unversehrt geblieben? ... der den GroBen Baren gemacht hat, den Orion und das
Siebengestirn und die Kammern des Sudens [den sidlichen Sternenhimmel]; der
GroBes tut, dass es nicht zu erforschen ist, und Wundertaten, dass sie nicht zu
zahlen sind™ (Hiob 9,4.9.10).

Diese Worte Hiobs machen klar, dass niemand ungestraft gegen Gott aufsassig
werden kann. Wer wird es wagen, diesem weisen und starken Gott die Stirn zu
bieten? Was vermag ein Staubgeborener gegen den ewigen Gott auszurichten, der
das Sternbild des GroBen Baren gemacht hat, in dem sich Sterne befinden, die
groBer als die Sonne sind? Der Apostel Paulus fragt: ,Wer bist du denn, o Mensch,
der du das Wort nimmst gegen Gott?" (Rém 9,20). Darum wollen wir vorsichtig sein,
wie wir Uber und zu Gott reden.

Obwohl Hiob sehr wahre Worte lber die GroBe Gottes ausspricht, zeigt er in der
hitzigen Debatte mit seinen Freunden, dass er doch nicht vodllig von der
Gerechtigkeit und Weisheit Gottes Uberzeugt ist — er hadert immer wieder mit Gott.
Der Allmachtige erteilt ihm darum noch einige wichtige Lektionen Uber sich selbst
(Hiob 38-40).

Sich von Gott belehren lassen



~Kannst du das Gebinde des Siebengestirns knlpfen oder die Fesseln des Orion
I6sen? Kannst du die Bilder des Tierkreises hervortreten lassen und den GrofBen
Baren leiten samt seinen Kindern?" (Hiob 38,31.32).[2]

Als Gott im Sturm zu Hiob redet, stellt Er ihm Uber siebzig Fragen. Durch diese
Fragen macht Gott deutlich, dass Er dem selbstbewussten Hiob an Macht und
Weisheit weit Uberlegen ist. So kann Hiob zwar Sterne beobachten, aber Er kann
nichts tun, was diese Lichtjahre[3] entfernten Himmelskdrper irgendwie
beeinflussen kénnte. Gott dagegen hat die vollkommene Kontrolle dartber.

Das ganze Universum ist das Werk der Finger Gottes (Ps 8,4.5). Das sollte uns klein
in unseren Augen werden lassen. Wir schwingen uns nicht auf, um die Wege Gottes
zu kritisieren, sondern wir wollen uns von Ihm belehren lassen. Hiob reagiert auf
die Fragen und Appelle Gottes beeindruckt. Er sagt: ,Siehe, zu gering bin ich, was
soll ich dir erwidern? Ich lege meine Hand auf meinen Mund. Einmal habe ich
geredet, und ich will nicht mehr antworten, und zweimal, und ich will es nicht mehr
tun ... Ich weiB, dass du alles vermagst und kein Vorhaben dir verwehrt werden
kann. ... Hére doch, und ich will reden; ich will dich fragen, und du belehre
mich!™ (Hiob 40,3-5; 42,2.4).

Den groBen Gott suchen

~Sucht den, der das Siebengestirn und den Orion gemacht hat und den
Todesschatten in Morgen verwandelt und den Tag zur Nacht verfinstert, der die
Wasser des Meeres ruft und sie Uber die Flache der Erde ausgieBt" (Amos 5,8).

In Amos 5 finden wir eine Ansprache an das Haus Israel. Dreimal werden die
Zuhorer in diesem bemerkenswerten Kapitel dazu aufgefordert, Gott zu suchen. Thn
zu suchen bedeutet Leben und bewahrt vor Gericht und Tod (Amos 5,4.6). Wahrend
die Gotter nichts koénnen, verfugt Gott Uber groBe Macht: Er kontrolliert den
Sonnenauf- und -untergang, Er beherrscht den Wasserkreislauf und Er ist der
Schopfer des Siebengestirns und des Orion. Es lohnt sich, diesen groBen Gott zu
suchen (Amos 5,8)!

Machen wir es uns genug bewusst, dass wir Gott 24/7 kontaktieren kénnen und
dass Er willig und fahig ist, sich um Alltagsprobleme zu kiimmern? Der Gott, der
den Stern Beteigeuze im Sternbild Orion gemacht und ihm die zehntausendfache
Strahlkraft der Sonne gegeben hat - sollte fiir diesen Gott irgendetwas in unserem
Leben zu schwierig sein? Das ist undenkbar. Deswegen wollen wir auf seine
Aufforderung ,Sucht mein Angesicht!™ dankbar und erwartungsvoll antworten:
»~Dein Angesicht, HERR, suche ich™ (Ps 27,8).

Glaube - nicht Aberglaube

Das Volk Israel wurde im Gesetz Moses davor gewarnt, Himmelskérper zu verehren
(5. Mo 4,19). Aber die Israeliten hielten sich nicht daran und beteten, wie viele aus
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den Nationen, zu den Sternen und schrieben ihnen schicksalsgebende Macht zu (Jer
8,2; Jes 47,13). Obwohl unsere Mitmenschen heute kaum zu Sternen beten werden,
ist der Aberglaube rund um die Sternzeichen erstaunlich weit verbreitet. Nicht
wenige lassen sich in ihren Entscheidungen davon beeinflussen, welches Sternbild
des Tierkreises am Tag ihrer Geburt am Firmament besonders gut zu sehen war.

Doch die Sterne und die Sternbilder sollen nicht zum Aberglauben flihren, sondern
unseren Glauben an den groBen Gott starken und uns dahin bringen, Ihn staunend
anzubeten: ,Alle Gotter der Volker sind Nichtigkeiten, aber der HERR hat die
Himmel gemacht. Majestat und Pracht sind vor seinem Angesicht, Starke und
Herrlichkeit in seinem Heiligtum. Gebt dem HERRN, ihr Vélkerstamme, gebt dem
HERRN Herrlichkeit und Starke!™ (Ps 96,5-7).

(Aus der Monatszeitschrift Folge mir nach.)

FuBnoten:

1. Da im Laufe der Zeit immer wieder neue Sternbilder ersonnen wurden, legte im
Jahr 1922 die Internationale Astronomische Union die Anzahl der Sternbilder fest:
Es sind 88 Sternbilder, die von der Erde aus zu sehen sind.

2. Es ist bemerkenswert, dass das Siebengestirn als etwas bezeichnet wird,
das geknipft wurde. Tatsachlich hdangen die Sterne dieses Sternbilds von der
Gravitation her zusammen. Der Orion hingegen wird mit einer gelésten Fessel in
Verbindung gebracht - die Sterne dieses Sternbilds driften auseinander. Gottes
Wort ist auch an dieser Stelle absolut prazise!

3. Ein Lichtjahr sind 9,46 Billionen Kilometer, also 9.460.000.000.000 Kilometer.

LoD

E-MAIL LIST: If you are not on our e-mail list yet, I recommend you to contact me
(pastor) and give me your email address, so you can receive the Agape every
month and other notifications or announcements that are important for members or
friends of our congregation. You will also receive the invitation to participate on
Sunday worship on zoom in case you are not able to make it to church, or forward
it to someone you think would like to worship with us.

May God’s amazing and unconditional love (agape) reach you and your family
during this Pentecost season.

In His service,
Rev. Markus Zeuch
Calgary, on May 9, 2024, the Ascension of our Lord
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